
We have had a fantastic start 

to school!  The students have 

been working hard and follow-

ing procedures.  Thank you 

very much for helping make 

this a great start to the school 

year.   
 

Please ensure that students 

follow the modified dress code 

every day.  Solid color tops or 

CMS shirts can be worn any 

day.  Bottoms can be gray, 

black, navy blue, or khaki of 

twill material (no denim or 

athletic material).   
 

Also it will be turning colder 

soon, so students will be wear-

ing sweatshirts, hoodies, and 

jackets.  Any color and design 

coat can be worn to school, 

but only solid color hoodies 

and jackets can be worn in the 

building.  Thank you for your 

help on this.   

Please let us know if you have 

any questions.   
 

I would like to remind you 

about the importance of stu-

dent attendance.  Regular 

attendance at school is vital to 

help children achieve and get 

the best possible start in life.    
 

Please remember that absenc-

es are verified by a doctor’s 

note, funeral, or court appear-

ance.  Any absence not verified 

(even if you call in) will go to-

ward his/her absence count.  

A student who has more than 

10 unverified absences per 

semester can cause him/her 

to not get credit for that se-

mester.  CMS will work with 

you to help your child be suc-

cessful at school.  By making 

your child's school attendance 

a priority, you will be taking an 

important step in supporting 

your child's school success, 

and setting a good example.  

Remember every day counts!   
 

ParentConnectXP is no longer 

an active link for student grade 

information.  The new system 

is Campus Portal and will be 

available mid-September for 

parents and guardians.  De-

tails and instruction for obtain-

ing a username and password 

will also be distributed mid-

September. 
 

Thank you for all you do for 

your students and to support 

CMS.  Please call or come by 

with any questions or just to 

see how your child is doing.  

CMS wants to be a team with 

parents to help every child 

succeed and grow into a re-

sponsible, career-bound citi-

zen.   

 

Sincerely,  

Blake Thomas 

CMS School Year Off to a Fantastic Start 

From the Principal’s Office 

Cougar Tracks 

C M S  O n l i n e  P a r e n t  &  S t u d e n t  N e w s l e t t e r  

CMS Has Military Youth Counselor in Residence 

The Military & Family Life (MFLC) 

Program has instituted the Child & 

Youth Behavioral (CYB), with CYB-

MFLC counselor Emory Crawford in 

residence at CMS.     

CYB-MFLCs are: 

 Available at no cost to assist 

children and youth, parents, 

family members, and staff 

 Available to provide short-term, 

non-medical problem-solving 

support 
 

How CYB-MFLCs Make a Difference: 
CYB-MFLCs provide broad-ranging 

support to military children and 

youth, and to family members 

and other adults who support 

them.  For example, they: 

 Engage in activities with chil-

dren and youth 

 Model behavioral techniques 

and provide feedback to staff 

 Conduct parent and staff 

training sessions 
 

Issues Addressed by CYBMFLCs 

 School adjustment 

 Deployment and separation 

 Reunion adjustment 

 Sibling and parent-child com-

munication 

 Behavioral concerns 

 Fear, grief, loss 

 Daily life issues 
 

After-hours and weekend appoint-

ments are available. 
 

If you would like more information 

about the program contact: 
 

Emory Crawford 

Central Middle School 

580.574.7271 
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Myths & Legends Thematic 

Instruction for 2016-2017 

School Year 

 

Each school year, CMS adopts a 

thematic instructional unit which 

the faculty uses to incorporate and 

enhance our curriculum.  Thematic 

instruction is the organization of a 

curriculum around macro "themes’ 

that integrates basic disciplines 

like reading, math, science, and 

social studies with the exploration 

of a broad subject. Thematic in-

struction encourages student 

interest and demonstrates the 

interdisciplinary nature of learning. 

 

This year our thematic unit is 

entitled Myths and Legends.  We 

plan on having great fun across 

the disciplines with this genre.  

Students will increase their base 

of understanding and appreciation 

of where many of our cultural and 

academic elements have evolved.  

Problem solving, prediction, proof 

and perception will play into our 

fun.   

 

Read more about this year’s Myths 

and Legends thematic unit choice 

here. 

http://myths.e2bn.org/teachers/info307-how-can-they-be-used-in-the-classroom.html


As Team Titan 

students tran-

sition into 

8th  grade 

standards and 

procedures 

the students 

have been 

hard at work refreshing their 

writing skills from last year.   
 

In English class we have been 

busy structuring and organizing 

essays, as well as embedding 

evidence into our writing.  In the 

next month we will continue to 

build on these skills and also 

work on expanding our vocabu-

laries.  I am looking forward to a 

productive year and am excited 

to have such a great bunch of 

students. 

 

In Science students are using 

the online textbook, CK-12 Phys-

ical Science Concepts for Middle 

School this semester.  Visit CK-

12.org for math and science 

resources.   Students performed 

their first experiment this 

week.  They applied vocabulary 

terms and processing skills to 

the blind taste test comparing 

Kool-Aid and Flavor-Aid.  In 

Reading, we are learning to 

identify verbals in a variety of 

texts.  
 

In US History students will be 

learning about the ramifications 

that resulted from the French 

and Indian war. The importance 

of cause and effect will come 

into play as we move from the 

Sugar Act to the Boston Massa-

cre.  

In Mrs. Wade’s math class, stu-

dents just finished reviewing 

order of operations and expo-

nent rules.  We took a quiz over 

them last week.  We will be 

starting scientific notation and 

how to solve problems with 

scientific notation.  Students 

were given a grade check in 

their planners last week and 

should have another coming 

up.  If you have questions about 

their grades, you can send a 

note in their planner or email 

me.  Also, ask your child if they 

returned their signed team sylla-

bus and class syllabus.  If not, 

they are needed as soon as 

possible. 

core classes.  In Mrs. Ander-

son’s Reading class, we have 

been learning about genre and 

Greek & Latin root words and 

enjoying the many activities on 

her website at andersonteach-

es.weebly.com.   
 

Ms. Bauchman, our Geography 

teacher, has been helping us 

make play-doh landforms and 

will be leading our discussions 

over world governments and 

religions.  
 

In Science, we have been learn-

ing how to measure using the 

metric system (SI). Be sure to 

sign up for Science teacher, Ms. 

The 

Gryph-

ons are 

off to a 

legend-

ary year!  

The 

gryphon is a mythical creature 

with the head, wings, and talons 

of an eagle and with the body 

and hind legs of a lion.  Gryph-

ons are characterized by their 

bravery, strength, alertness, and 

endurance, just like our 7th 

grade students!  
 

We have been practicing proce-

dure and reviewing skills in our 

Ford’s, REMIND! From your cell 

phones text @7cmsford to 

81010, and parents of Honors’ 

students should text 81010 

with @7cmshonors'.  
 

Mr. Peters has been instructing 

us on equivalent fractions, deci-

mals, and percents, and we 

have been earning Scholar Dol-

lars for excellent, on-task behav-

ior, and team competitions in 

Math.   
 

In Ms. Wasson’s Language 

class, we have been working 

with some parts of speech and 

learning the elements of narra-

tive stories.  

8th Grade Team Bigfoot News  

8th Grade Team Titans Transition to 8th Grade Standards 

7th Grade Team Gryphons 

to identify information in prepa-

ration for writing an essay 
 

In reading – we are working on 

context clues, suffixes, and 

prefixes 
 

In math – we are working on 

scientific notation. 

In science – we are working on 

processing skills “how we do 

things in science” 

In US History – we are working 

on causes, events, and ideolo-

gies that led to the American 

Revolution. 

What Team 

Bigfoot is do-

ing… 
 

In writing – we 

are working on 

how to use 

class materials 
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6th Grade Team Odin Practice, Prac-

tice, Practice 
Team Odin has been busy!  

Students are now familiar with 

the school, their schedules, and 

have mastered their locker 

combinations.  Thank you par-

ents for sending us such won-

derful students! 

Mrs. Pool’s class is currently reviewing the 

continents and oceans. We will spend the next 

few weeks brushing up on our map skills, by 

creating “autobiography” and treasure maps.  

In Ms. Smith’s English class, students are 

stepping through their imaginations as they 

complete their first Imaginative Narrative this 

year.  

This week in Mr. Nye’s science class, students 

will begin exploring the roles plants and ani-

mals play in a balanced ecosystem. Students 

will expand their knowledge food cycles and 

energy pyramids while achieving a greater 

awareness for the flow of energy in our world  

Ms. Long’s math class has been learning 

about integers and understanding negative 

numbers. We are currently working on compar-

ing integers, fractions, decimals and percents. 

Remember, your homework is due the last day 

of each week. 

Ms. Miller’s reading class has been busy 

completing Star and Reading Plus assess-

ments.  We have been learning how to deter-

mine the meanings of multiple meanings 

words in context.  Next week, we begin a unit 

on synonyms, antonyms, and analogies.  

Parents, a letter is being sent home with 

instructions on Reading Plus.  If possible, 

students need to complete two lessons each 

week. 

 

6th Grade Knights of Camelot Getting 

the Hang of ‘Middle School’ 

The Knights of Camelot have gotten off to a 

great start with following 

procedures and getting the 

hang of this thing called 

"Middle School!" As we enter 

into the month of September, 

students in Mrs. Morlett's 

English classes will be wrap-

ping up their narrative writing pieces and 

diving into learning more about the specifics of 

writing, such as subject and verb agreement. 

In Mr. Anderson's Geography, students will be 

learning about the different parts of maps. 

They will also apply the map skills they have 

learned to read maps. Ms. Pennington will be 

having Pre-Algebra students focusing on inte-

gers and ordering fractions. She asks parents 

to please be practicing their multiplication 

tables at home, so they can instantly recall 

those math facts. Please also work on double 

digit multiplication. Science classes with Mrs. 

Ervin will be investigating the ins and outs of 

Ecology while studying food chains. Our Read-

ing classes are off to a great start and stu-

dents are already working hard! We did our 

Star testing to find our reading levels and will 

be developing our skills from there. We 

learned how to use knowledge of Greek and 

Latin roots to helps us determine the meaning 

of complex words and have been using our 

context clues to help us determine word mean-

ing as well. Ms. Ricci will be starting 8th hour 

next week to pull in students who are still 

struggling with these objectives.  

country that they will represent 

throughout the rest of the year.  
 

Science – Metric measurements  
 

Math – Estimation and exponents   
 

ELA – Narrative writing and  Writ-

ing Process;  Mrs. Miller has been 

covering the class until a full time 

teacher can be hired. 

Geography – 

Map My Route 

project – stu-

dents designed 

maps that identi-

fied their route 

from their home 

to the school.  Ambassador as-

signments – 2 students are as-

signed an eastern hemisphere 

In Reading, we have been working 

hard to understand literary gen-

res, Greek & Latin roots, and are 

diving into the five elements of a 

story after Labor Day. They will be 

reading and analyzing a variety of 

texts, and will get creative while 

making foldables. 

7th Grade Team Spartans 

http://andersonteaches.weebly.com/
http://andersonteaches.weebly.com/


Box Tops:  Boxtops are SO 

EASY  to collect off cereal box-

es, soup, Pillsbury and Betty 

Crocker products, Hefty and 

Ziplock storage bags, etc.  Clip 

and send into the school.  All 

proceeds help to buy more 

Library books for YOUR stu-

dent  
 

When you shop at Country 

Mart and use your saving 

card, please the staff to pro-

gram the card to benefit Cen-

tral Middle School.  It will not 

cost you one penny.  A portion 

of the store’s profits will be 

donated to our school’s li-

brary. 
 

This year’s Library Orientation 

theme was “Feed your Body 

and Feed your Brain!”  Stu-

dents attend library as a class 

every two weeks.  Students 

have been very happy to use 

and hear what is in store for 

them this year.   
 

Book Clubs will be forming in 

September and announce-

ments with dates/times will be 

announced so that your stu-

dent may attend.  Club times 

will always be during the 

school day and not after 

school.  

year,  would like to take this 

opportunity to welcome our 

new faces to Central Middle 

School and say “hi” to old 

friends.  
  

We look forward to an exciting 

new school year working with 

your students.  The coming 

year is filled with an abun-

Dear 

Parents 

and stu-

dents,  

the Direct 

Instruc-

tion, Au-

tism and 

MD classes, AKA Team Lepre-

chauns for the 2016-2017 

dance of promise and new 

ideas.  
 

Throughout the year our stu-

dents will be participating in 

many activities.  We will keep 

you informed on what event is 

occurring and when.   
 

We are looking forward to a 

GREAT Year! 

CMS Library News  

Welcome From DI, Autism and MD Classes 
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Title I Information 
 

Back to School Bash Sept. 

22nd from 3:20-4:45—Tickets 

are $2 and Low cost conces-

sions will be available. 

 

Parents should pick their child 

up on the eastside of CMS 

near the Gymnasium and Fine 

Arts entry door. 

 

Student Planners—Every stu-

dent at CMS has been issued a 

planner for the 2016-17 school 

year!  We encourage parents to 

use this tool to track your stu-

dent’s academic activities 

throughout the days and weeks 

to come, as well as to com-

municate with your child’s 

teachers.  The planner can fit 

nicely in a 3-ring binder for 

safe keeping.  
 

Title VII Indian Education 
 

Title VII/Indian Education Par-

ent Advisory Meeting is Sep-

tember 11th at 6pm at Shoe-

maker Center. The meeting is 

open for all Native American 

parents of Lawton Public 

Schools.  

CMS Orchestra Excited 

about New School Year 

 

Congratu-

lations to 

7th and 

8th grad-

ers from 

Cougar 

Strings 

who tried 

out for Lawton Youth Orchestra 

Aug. 29th. This is a community 

orchestra run by the Optimist 

Club. Names of the winners will 

be announced later. 8th grad-

ers are working very hard get-

ting ready for the Texhoma All-

Region Honor Orchestra Audi-

tions to be held September 

29th.  

 

Cheryl McLaughlin-Stansberry 

CMS Orchestra  
 

Cougars would like to Thank all 

those that helped in the fund-

raisers at Texas Roadhouse with 

the Dine-to-Donate and the bags 

of Peanuts. There are still a few 

Cougar Football T-shirts left. 

They are $12.00 each, Please 

contact one of the Coaches if 

you are interested in one. 

The Schedule is as follows: 

Thursday   Sept. 1   at Cameron 

Tuesday     Sept. 6  at Ron Ste-

phens 

Tuesday     Sept. 13 at Cameron 

Tuesday    Sept. 20 at Cameron 

Tuesday    Sept. 27  at EMS    

(6th grade only) 

Thursday   Sept. 29 at Ron Ste-

phens 

 

The Cougar Football Teams are 

deep in action in September.  

The 8th Grade has 40 mem-

bers, the 7th Grade Team has 

18 and the 6th grade has 40. 

All three teams open on Sep-

tember 1 . The coaching staff 

has been very impressed with 

the effort of the teams  this 

year. They all have enjoyed the 

cooler weather this season. The 

CMS News in Brief 

 

 

Running Club:  Cross 

Country is in full season 

and the meets have be-

gun.  4 out of 9 runners 

placed on Tuesday the 

30th in Marlow. 

 

Military Child Club:  Club 

group events will begin 

in September. 

 

CMS Football 



ards of understanding, com-

plexity, and accuracy set for 

them by their parents, teach-

ers, schools, and states. 
 

Children will be actively in-

volved in the study of mathe-

matics: Children will be doing 

tasks that involve investiga-

tions. They will be talking and 

writing explanations for their 

thinking. 
 

Children will be working with 

one another: Children will be 

collaborating to make discov-

eries, draw conclusions, and 

discuss math. 

As a result of the recent effort 

in mathematics teaching to 

include understanding in the 

teaching of math, from basic 

through advanced levels, the 

picture of your child's math 

class may, indeed, look differ-

ent from what you remember 

when you were in school. For 

instance: 
 

Children will be expected to 

know their math facts:  Chil-

dren will be learning their 

math facts with an under-

standing of how facts relate to 

each other. 
 

Children will be doing more 

than arithmetic: Children will 

be seeing that math is much 

more than arithmetic 

(knowing the facts and num-

ber operations); it involves 

estimation, geometry, proba-

bility, statistics, and more. 
 

Children will be striving to 

achieve high goals: Children 

will be achieving high stand-

Children will be evaluated in a 

variety of ways: Teachers will 

use many different ways to 

determine if children know 

and understand math con-

cepts. Some of these will in-

clude writing samples, pro-

jects, or written tests. Not all 

evaluation will be the same 

for every classroom or every 

child. 
 

Children will be using calcula-

tors to solve problems: They 

will be using calculators not 

as crutches but as tools to 

solve more complex problems 

with bigger numbers than 

they could do otherwise. Chil-

dren with good knowledge of 

math facts, number sense, 

and reasoning about math will 

be able to use the calculator 

most effectively. 
 

Children will be using comput-

ers: They will be developing 

databases, spreadsheets and 

computer graphics, while 

solving problems. 

How Will Math Look In Your Child’s Classroom? 

Title I Math Suggestions 

2015 A-F  

SCHOOL REPORT CARD  

 

Parents are encouraged to ac-

cess the Lawton Public Schools 

Website and view our 2015 Dis-

trict & School A-F Report Card.  

The Lawton district and school 

site report cards are available at 

the following website address:   

http://www.lawtonps.org/account

ability 
 

If you do not have internet access 

at your home, you may request a 

copy of the school report card at 

the principal’s office. 

CMS Is A Successful Title I School 

1201 N.W. Fort Sill Blvd. 

CMS Online Parent & 

Student Newsletter 

Phone: 580.355.8544 

Fax: 580.585.6452 

E-mail: bthomas@lawtonps.org  

Teachers Teach,  

Students Learn,  

It’s Our Future 

they wish. Each teacher-club 

sponsor will conduct an in-

terest meeting for their re-

spective club at a later date. 

Students can view an-

nouncements for each on 

the school’s media retrieval. 

 

On Thursday September 8, 

students will have a final op-

portunity to sign up for a vari-

ety of extra-curricular clubs at 

CMS. Tables will be set up in 

the Cougar Plaza with sign-up 

sheets, and students can 

sign up for as many clubs as 

As  with all clubs conducting 

activities after regular 

school hours, students must 

provide their own transpor-

tation. 

CMS Club Round-Up September 8th 

CMS Spirit Items Available $10, $12 for T-

shirts and $15 for Cougar Socks 

Purchases can be made in the CMS Office. 

 

 

Science Fundraiser  

 

The Science Department is 

sponsoring a fundraiser 

until September 15.  

 

This is a friendly 

fundraiser. Students may 

only sell to friends and 

family unless they have 

adult supervision. Adults 

may take the order forms 

to work, or take their 

children to sell in the 

neighborhood. Safety first!  

 

All items must be paid for 

at the time students take 

the order. Checks should 

be made out to CMS. We 

also accept donations. 

Like us on Facebook 

 

 

facebook.com/lawtoncentralms 
 

Central Middle School (CMS) has created 
a Facebook page to provide a means to 
keep families and school patrons updat-
ed on the great things happening at 
school.  

f 

mailto:bthomas@lawtonps.org
mailto:rdeloach@lawtonps.org
facebook.com/lawtoncentralms

